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SUBJECT: DIRECT ELECTIONS TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
REF: STATE 19304 (76) 

1 . ON JANUARY 26 WE SAW IVOR ROBERTS, FOREIGN OFFICE 
WORKING LEVEL OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR DIRECT FI .BUTTONS 
TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT. ROBERTS WAS SLIGHTLY 
BULLISH ON PROSPECTS THAT BRITAIN WOULD MEET THE 

1978 DEADLINE. 

2. AS WE HAVE REPORTED, THE PRINCIPAL PROBLEM FOR THE 
DIRECT ELECTION ENABLING LEGISLATION IS THE DEVOLUTION 
BILL IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. THAT DEBATE WILL GO ON 
AND ON AND ON THROUGH THE SPRING. AS LONG AS IT DOES, 

THE GOVERNMENT IS RELUCTANT TO INTRODUCE A SECOND 
MAJOR CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUE AT WESTMINSTER. NONETHELESS, 
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ROBERTS IS HOPEFUL THAT THE DIRECT ELECTIONS BILL WILL 
HAVE FIRST READING IN THE COMMONS BEFORE THE EASTER 
RECESS. THERE WOULD THEN ENSUE SIX OR SEVEN PR LUMINARY 
DAYS OF DEBATE DURING A THREE- WEEK PERIOD. THAT 
RELATIVELY RESTRICTED DISCUSSION WOULD MEAN THAT THE 
DIRECT ELECTIONS LEGISLATION WOULD BE CRUDE IN SOME 
WAYS, ESPECIALLY CONCERNING THE BOUNDARY COMMISSIONS’ 
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MANDATE. THE LORDS WOULD THEN PLAY A WHILE ON THE BILL, 
WITH SOME FORLORNLY STRIKING THE PR CHORD, BEFORE 
RETURNING IT FOR A LAST TIME TO THE COMMONS. ALL THE 
SAME, IN ROBERTS’ VIEW THE PRESSURE FROM BRITAIN’S 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS AND THE MAJORITY WISH OF THE HOUSES 
TO SEE THE UK MEET THE DEADLINE SHOULD ALLOW THE BILL 
TO PROCEED THROUGH WESTMINSTER AND ROYAL ASSENT BY 
THE SUMMER. THIS WILL DEPEND TO A LARGE EXTENT ON 
THE TORIES SINCE ROBERTS SAID CALLAGHAN AND CROSLAND 
BELIEVE AS MANY AS 150 LABOR MPS MAY NOT SUPPORT THE 
LEGISLATION. 

3. COMMENT: ROBERTS, A CONVINCED EUROPEAN, MAY BE 
MORE PARTISAN THAN PROPHETIC IN THIS PROJECTION. BUT 
THE WASH OF EVENTS COULD BE ON THE EUROPHILES' SIDE. 

WITH BRITAIN IN THE COMMUNITY CHAIR, DEPENDENT ON 
GERMAN ECONOMIC BENEFICENCE, AND NAKED IN THE FACE OF 
PROBABLE FRENCH AND DANISH ACQUIESCENCE' CALLAGHAN MAY 
WELL DO JUST ENOUGH TO SLIP THE BILL THROUGH. BUT 
WE WOULD STILL MAKE THE ODDS NO BETTER THAN EVEN, 

THOUGH IMPROVING. 

ARMSTRONG 
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